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Robert Parsons
(b. Exeter ? ; d. Newark-on-Trent 25 Jan 1570)

Very little is known of Parsons’ biography. It is known that in 1563 he was
sworn a Gentleman of the Chapel Royal in London. He held the post for only
6 years until he ‘met with an accidental death by drowning in the Trent at
Newark. l ‘

Parsons composed mainly church music - a Morning, Communion and
Evening Service is printed in Barnards ‘Selected Church Musick’ and a Burial
Service in Low’ s ‘Directions’ 1664. The ‘Ut re mi fa sol la’ is with various ‘In
Nomines etc.’ B M., Add MSS 30480-3 - with the “secunda pars” beginning
with the comment “If you cannot sing the second part let it alone” and “The
second part is good but that it is so hard, I will not sing this part.” Parsons’
scientific skill and feeling for curious effects of harmony make him an
important figure in English music.



